
 Observational drawing 2025 - 2026 LTP                                                                                                                                                Man-Made      Natural  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Noticing and drawing shapes. 
How to hold a pencil for shading. 
Shading to show light and dark. 
Using pattern to show the patterns on objects.  
Experimenting with ways to show texture.  

Use line to create shapes, showing an 
awareness of 3-D.  
Use pattern to show texture.  
Show consideration in the choice of pencil to 
shade to show light and dark (tone).  
Use a viewfinder to focus on part of an object to 
draw intricate detail.  

Use different drawing techniques for different 
purposes; to explore line, shape, tone and 
texture. (All) 
Use a rubber to show the effects of light on an 
object. 
Use pattern and shading to show depth and 
shadow to create a 3-D effect.  
Be aware of composition, scale and proportion.  

 
Autumn 1 

 
Keys 

 
Lotus heads 

 
Perfume bottles 

 
Shells 

 
Cutlery (composition) 

 
Thika pods 

Line, shape Line, shape, shading, 
texture 

Line, shape, shading, 
tone 

Line, shape, pattern, 
texture, use a 

viewfinder 

Shading, composition, 
scale, proportion 

Shading, pattern, 
texture, shading 

 
Autumn 2 

 
Lotus heads 

 
Keys 

 
Shells 

 
Perfume bottles 

 
Thika pods 

 
Cutlery (composition) 

Line, shape, shading Line shape, pattern, 
shading 

Line, shape, pattern, 
texture, use a 

viewfinder 

Line, shape, shading, 
tone 

Shading, pattern, 
texture, shading 

Shading, composition, 
scale, proportion 

 
Spring 1 

 
Instruments 

 
Dried flowers 

 
Keys 

 
Dried fruit slices 

 
Perfume bottles 

 
Mopani wood root 

Line, shape, pattern Line, shape, pattern, 
shading, texture 

Line, shape, pattern, 
tone, use a viewfinder 

Line, shape, pattern, 
texture, shading, tone 

Show effects of light, 
pattern, shading 

Show effects of light, 
pattern, shading 

 
Spring 2 

 
Dried flowers 

 
Instruments 

 
Dried fruit slices 

 
Keys 

 
Mopani wood root 

 
Perfume bottles 

Line, shape, pattern, 
shading 

Line, shape, pattern, 
tone 

Line, shape, pattern, 
texture, shading, tone 

Line, shape, pattern, 
tone, use a viewfinder 

Show effects of light, 
pattern, shading 

Show effects of light, 
pattern, shading 

 
Summer 1 

 
Perfume bottles 

 
Shells 

 
Cutlery 

 
Thika pods 

 
Keys (composition) 

Dried flowers 
(composition) 

Line, shape, pattern, 
shading 

Line, shape, pattern, 
shading, tone 

Line, shape, shading, 
tone 

Line, shape, texture, 
shading, tone 

Show effects of light, 
pattern and shading, 

composition, scale and 
proportion 

Show effects of light, 
pattern and shading, 

composition, scale and 
proportion 



 

EYFS observational drawing is incorporated into provision.  

 
Summer 2 

 
Shells 

 
Perfume bottles 

 
Thika pods 

 
Cutlery 

Dried flowers 
(composition) 

 
Keys (Composition) 

Line, shape, pattern, 
shading 

Line, shape, shading, 
tone, texture 

Line, shape, texture, 
shading, tone 

Line, shape, shading, 
tone 

Show effects of light, 
pattern and shading, 

composition, scale and 
proportion 

Show effects of light, 
pattern and shading, 

composition, scale and 
proportion 


